
Support us
Our ministry relies on the generosity
of our friends and supporters. If you
would    like   to    support    us,   please  

Safegauarding
Blackfriars Cambridge operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the
Safeguarding Policies of the Catholic Church in England and Wales at all times. Our Lay
Safeguarding Representative is Emanuela Di Pietro. She can be contacted on 07516 667752 or at
<safeguardingrepresentative.cambridge@english.op.org>. The local safeguarding friar is fr
Gregory Pearson, OP. He can be contacted on 07724 062971 or at
<gregory.pearson@english.op.org>. Alternatively, the Religious Life Safeguarding Service can be
contacted on 0151 5562311 or <safeguarding@religioussafeguarding.org> if you have any concerns.

Sunday 21 - Wednesday 24: Normal times.
Wednesday 24 - Christmas Eve:  5pm - Vigil | 6.30pm - First
Vespers | 11pm Vigils and Midnight Mass.
Thursday 25 December - Christmas Day: 7.45am - Lauds |
8.15am Low Mass | 9.15am - Dominican Rite Mass | 11am -
Sung Mass | 6.30pm - Solemn Vespers. NOTE THERE IS NO
EVENING MASS. 
Sunday 28  - Normal Sunday times.
Octave Days of Christmas, including 1 January, 2026: 9am -
Lauds | 9.30am - Conventual Mass | 6.15pm - Rosary and
Meditation | 6.30pm - Vespers. Usual times from 2 January.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
21December 2025

Times of the Liturgy 

This Week
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Mon 22
Tue 23

Wed 24
Thu 25

Fri 26
Sat 27

Sun 28
Mon 29
Tue 30
Wed 31

Thu 1
Fri 2
Sat 3

Sun 4

Advent IV
feria
feria
feria
The Nativity of the
Lord
S. Stephen
S. John
Holy Family
S. Thomas Becket
Sixth Octave Day
Seventh Octave Day
Mary, Mother of God
Ss. Basil and Gregory
feria
Second Sunday of
Christmas

cambridge.bursar@english.op.org

make a donation in
the cloister, visit our
website, or speak to
or email the bursar,
Fr Albert.

The Prior and Community wish you
A Happy Christmas

and thank you for all of your support through the year.

First Friday - 2 January
7am - Lauds | 7.30am Conventual Mass | from 6.15pm
Exposition, Vespers, and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament.



Special Collection for Christmas Flowers
This Sunday and next, there will be a special collection for Christmas flowers for the chapel. There
will be a basket outside the chapel for donations, and you can also donate online by marking the
donation ‘For Flowers’.

Ignatian Spiritual Exercises: Men's retreat,
4 - 11 February 2026: A fantastic opportunity to experience St Ignatius’ Spiritual Exercises in a 5-
day, shortened form. The retreat will be guided by the monastic community of St Joseph’s Abbey,
Flavigny (France), who were founded with the specific charism of offering this version of the
Exercises and with a particular apostolate to men. The retreat is open to men in all states of life,
who wish to seek God’s will through a deepened detachment from the world. To register, please
visit: <https://tinyurl.com/2vs2cu9z>

Love & Beauty in St John’s Spiritual Canticle
20 - 22 February 2026. 2026 marks the centenary of the declaration of St John of the Cross as a
Doctor of the Church. In honour of this anniversary, Fr Matthew Blake, OCD will offer a weekend
reflecting on the themes of love and beauty in the most celebrated poetry of the great Spanish
mystic. To register, please visit: <https://tinyurl.com/4mbdb4n5>

Joseph the Dreamer
“But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph son of
David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear
a son and you will call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew, 1:20-21).

Cambridge is terrific! we are totally surrounded by scientists. They can tell you marvels to make
you gasp and stretch your eyes. What they discover is sometimes as unexpected as anything found
in Scripture. Take the dreams of animals, for example. Well, let’s not take them very far, because
just now we are only interested in the dreams of St Joseph. But the scientists have discovered that
if they check out the brain activity of mice as they explore a maze, and then let them fold their little
paws in sleep and test them again, their brains show the same patterns of activity as they did when
they were awake in the maze. The little mice are still running through the maze in their dream.  

Perhaps then dreaming, for humans as well as other animals, is a way of learning, of assimilating
what happened when we were awake, internalising experiences. Eventually so as to interpret by
daylight, what went on in the darkness. So if a Dominican novice should have nightmares of being
drenched with holy water in the Salve procession, or trying in vain to pronounce horrible biblical
names, maybe the dreamer is just getting to grips with the occupational hazards of being a
Dominican novice? 

As everyone knows, St Joseph was a great dreamer. He dreamt that he was commanded by an angel
to take Our Lady for his wife in spite of her untoward pregnancy, he dreamt that he was to take
mother and child into Egypt to avoid being murdered by cruel Herod, he dreamt that Herod was
dead  and  it  was  safe  to  come  back  again,  and  finally  he  dreamt  that  he  ought to settle not in

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F4mbdb4n5&data=05%7C02%7Calbert.robertson%40english.op.org%7C9d19c9d3e7b145be306a08de3980d4b9%7Cc39598cd55504d3db4bdbbbaa4d48344%7C0%7C0%7C639011422651252719%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tFoBKrzdoqb2qSUiCLd2jfG7Kz51NQcGbNmjApqbuGE%3D&reserved=0


Judah but in Galilee. Of course, the Wise Men too dreamt, and learnt what they might have
suspected, that it was dangerous to go back to Herod, so they returned to their own country by a
different way. Clearly these Scriptures regard dreams as the disclosure of the ways of God, the
hints and nudges and intimations of the Holy Spirit. In Freudian analysis dreams are ‘the return
of the repressed’, a way of getting in touch with what is below the level of consciousness, but in
the ancient world they are messages from beyond, pressing in upon the lives of human beings.
So perhaps we shouldn’t tell you to rouse up and stay awake, the usual Advent message. Instead,
we should get you to nod off. If only today’s preacher can manage to carry on this homily for a
few more minutes more, you will nod off. 

 If any of you is a young Cambridge scientist, may I suggest you dream of being clothed in the
black and white of the Dominicans? The Rolls Royce of habits! In your dreams I know you would
love to be one of us. 

In Joseph, God is clearly doing something new. As it happens, God is also doing something
pretty familiar. Joseph is the namesake of another famous dreamer, the long-ago Joseph the son
of Jacob, who gave him his coat of many colours in the story told in the book of Genesis, his
technicolour dream coat if you remember. Joseph when a bumptious seventeen interpreted two
dreams for his brothers, their stars bowed down to his star and their sheaves of corn bowed
down to his sheaf. This means you'd better show me some reverence, he said. To which they
reacted rather badly. 

 Joseph when sold into Egypt by his brothers interpreted the dreams of a butcher and a baker
and before long the dreams of Pharaoh, came to be Pharaoh’s right hand man, and in the end
rescued his whole family from famine and starvation and forgave them everything. “I am
Joseph, your brother” he told his brothers who had sold him into slavery, and wept for the years
of separation and for joy that they were restored to him again. In this way Joseph turned out to
be the one whom God had appointed to restore the fortunes of his family, in fact of that whole
dynasty, it was through him that God made a way for all the children of Israel to tread in ages to
come. Joseph is the channel of the divine mercy. When his brothers in awe and gratitude bow
down before him, their dreams come true. 

Doesn’t the second Joseph remind us of the first one in what he did for all of us, the family of
Jesus? When on Christmas Eve we read that marvellous long genealogy of the ancestors of Jesus
that comes at the very start of St Matthew’s gospel, we expect it will lead us at the end to our
Lady, but it doesn’t, the final name is that of the second Joseph. In Jewish thinking at the time of
Jesus the son you acknowledged as yours really was your son, even if you weren’t his natural
father. So it is through St Joseph that Jesus really is the son and heir of King David, and the
patriarchs Joseph and Judah and Isaac and Jacob and all those people, all the way back to
Abraham himself.

“I have a dream” said a great man of our time. “Where there is no vision the people perish,”
(Proverbs 29.18 in the King James Version). On the day of Pentecost, didn’t St Peter take his text
from the prophet Joel? “This is what was spoken of by the prophet Joel, your young men shall see
visions and your old men shall dream dreams, when I pour out my Spirit.”  



What dreams do we have for our children and grandchildren? Our couple? Our family, the big
human family? Are they grand enough? Are they too small? Do you dream about how you are
meant to vote? We all have to vote, those of us who have the vote, it’s our Christian duty. How do I
know that? The big Catechism of the Catholic Church tells me so, silly. Our hopes and dreams for
our too fragile planet, does the Spirit of God blow through them?  

All Joseph’s dreams point him to his fatherhood and his family's care. We are told more than once
about our Lady that she treasured her memories of the child Jesus and what they said about him,
storing them up in her heart. In a special way she leads us to Jesus, invites us to do as he tells us,
hears the Word of God and puts it into action, if we recollect the ways in which we hear of her. We
should specially be the Church of Mary, we can never hear enough about Mary.  

 But also, balancing her side of things, there is Joseph the good father and careful steward of the
mystery of the Incarnation - isn’t there? Joseph seems to stay in the background. Well, there are
people who don’t feel called to be too much in evidence, don’t have a lot to say for themselves, but
who matter all the same, quietly looking after things. The ones who dream the dreams so as to
plan the plans, perhaps, so that the poor and the weak and the defenceless should be cherished
and protected, surrounded by care and understanding. I dream that political thinking should at
last begin with the disadvantaged who are struggling. Catholic means universal so we have to
care about everybody, from the greatest to the least. Because we lack peace in the world there are
children who don't get enough to eat. 

Both the first and the second Joseph cared for the helpless they were given to look after in the
land of their dreams. Those stewards are the kind our Lord loves because all they say is, we did no
more than our duty. Just like St Joseph, the one from whom Jesus learnt what it is to have a father,
and grew up secure in that knowledge. If we can love at all it is because as children we were so
dearly loved. Isn’t that just the true interpretation of his dream for Jesus? 

So can we also learn and love to be the Church of Joseph? When we baptise a new Christian we tell
her, now you are to call God your Father in the midst of the Church. Then we said the Our Father
together. But it was Jesus who taught us to call God Father. Isn’t that the truest and dearest
Christmas gift for any father, to be for your children the face of a greater love? So does our
heavenly Father himself ever have dreams? Does our Maker have a dream for the world he loved
so much that he sent his Son? Perhaps we had better ask the little children all around us because
they are sure to know! For if he does, why then St Joseph dreamt the dreams of God himself. 

fr Bob Eccles, OP

The Priory of St Michael the Archangel
Blackfriars, Buckingham Road, Cambridge. CB3 0DD. 
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