BLACKEFRIARS 10 MAY 2026

CAMBRIDGE Sixth Sunday of Easter

TIMES OF THE LITURGY

Sunday - 7.45am - Lauds | 8.15am - Low Mass | 9.15am - Dominican Rite Mass (Extraordinary
Form) | 11am - Sung Conventual Mass | 6pm - Low Mass | 7pm - Vespers.

Monday - Friday - 7am - Lauds | 7.30am - Conventual Mass | 6.15pm - Devotions and Meditation |
6.30pm - Vespers. [N.B. First Fridays of the month, Vespers in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament with a period of Adoration from 6.15pm.]

Saturday - 9am - Lauds | 9.30am - Conventual Mass | 10-11.30am - Confessions| 6.15pm - Sung
Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary | 6.30pm - Vespers.

THIS WEEK

Sun 10 SIXTH SUNDAY OF
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Wed 13 feria
Thu 14 THE ASCENSION
Fri1s feria

Sat16 feria
Sun17 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF
EASTER A holy day of obligation
SUPPORT US Sung Mass at 7.30am | Dominican Rite Mass at 7.30pm
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would like to- support us, please Sunday 7 June, gathering from 2pm at Fisher House, with the

ake a donation i h
make a donation in E_H|E Procession beginning at 2.30pm and ending at OLEM. All
|
™

the cloister, visit our : : .
website, or speak to :#E welcome! Please make every effort to attend this celebration of
) ]
-

our Catholic faith. If you plan to attend we would be grateful if

you could complete this form:
cambridge.bursar@english.op.org | form.jotform.com/261207185172049

SAFEGUARDING

Blackfriars Cambridge operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the
Safeguarding Policies of the Catholic Church in England and Wales at all times. Our Lay
Safeguarding Representative is Emanuela Di Pietro. She can be contacted on 07516 667752 or at
<safeguardingrepresentative.cambridge@english.op.org>. The local safeguarding friar is fr
Gregory  Pearson, OP. He «can be contacted on 07724 062971 or at
<gregory.pearson@english.op.org>. Alternatively, the Religious Life Safeguarding Service can be
contacted on 0151 5562311 or <safeguarding@religioussafeguarding.org> if you have any concerns.



THE RESURRECTION IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (PART III)
Chapter 21 - Peter and the Beloved Disciple

Chapter 21 of the Gospel of St John tells the story of Jesus appearing at the side of the Sea of Galilee
and calling to some of the Apostles who were out fishing. Some have argued that this chapter has
been added to the Gospel, since Chapter 20 ends with words which would make a fitting ending to
the whole Gospel. I will let you judge for yourselves, so here are the last verses of Chapter 20:

‘Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.’ (20:30-31)

Perhaps so, but there is no textual evidence to suggest that Chapter 21 was not always part of the
Gospel. Every ancient manuscript contains Chapter 21. We could speculate about whether the last
two verses of Chapter 20 could be moved to the end of the whole Gospel, but there is no need.
Chapter 21 seems different from Chapter 20 insofar as it takes the Resurrection of Jesus as a given.
They do not recognise him, but the chapter would not make sense if the disciples did not already
know that Jesus had risen from the dead. There are Resurrection appearances where the witnesses
of the Resurrection discover that their lord has indeed risen, but here the disciples instantly
respond to Jesus. The beloved disciple says to Peter that it is the Lord (v.7), and that is quite enough
for Peter. In this chapter, he is said to appear to the disciples (v.1) and for the third time (v.14). The
word ‘appear” has a Hebrew form of the standard word for seeing behind it, which means to allow
or cause oneself to be seen. It is not used in Chapter 20; here it is the disciples to whom he
appears. The word is used earlier in the Gospel, by John, who says that he came to baptise so that
the Christ might appear to Israel, and at the wedding feast of Cana, we are told that this first sign
caused his glory to appear. The causal meaning is present in all the times that the word is used, as
in these examples. The works of God are to be caused to be seen as the works of God, (3:21, 9,3), and
in the priestly prayer, Christ says to his Father, that ‘I have revealed your name’, (17:6). However,
against this, there is a moment when Jesus’ brothers accuse Jesus of refusing to show himself, and
that is in Chapter 7 when they urge him to go to Judaea, because ‘no one who wants to be widely
known acts in secret. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.” (For not even his brothers
believed in him.)’ (7:4-5). The appearances in this chapter may be a response to this. Jesus does not
reveal himself to the world but to his disciples. It is a personal appearance, with the wonderful
detail that he actually prepares a fire for his disciples to cook their fish. Jesus only appears to the
world through the people who believe in him, so that they may share their faith with others.

This is the key to this chapter. There is no description of the Ascension of Christ in the Gospel, yet
as I argued in the other articles on the Resurrection in John, the Ascension to the Father is the
whole meaning of all the events of Christ’s life. He is going to the Father; indeed, he is the one who
is going to the Father (14:2, 14:12, 14:28, 16:7, 16:28, 20:17). In Chapter 21, he does not need to say this
because it is the background of all that he does and says. He stands by the sea and tells them where
to fish, which may be a reference to Ezekiel 47 with the vision of the river flowing out of the
temple. And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be



very many fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will
live where the river goes. (47:9). Jesus, by this reading, would be the temple from whom the water flows,
bearing in mind that water and blood had flowed from his side when he was pierced by the soldier’s spear.
(19:34), and also ‘Whoever believes in me, asthe Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water.’ (7:34). The huge catch becomes a symbol of the work of the disciples, in the net which does not
break. The interrogation of Peter, when he asks him three times if he loves him, is set against the
background of the fact that, in some way, Jesus will depart, but that Peter's life will remain in his hands. So
Peter answers in the only way he can by insisting that ‘you know all things, you know that I love you.” (21:17).
What Jesus then says to him shows that his knowing all things applies not just to Peter’s internal state but
to the whole of his life. This is the significance of his speaking of the way that Peter is to die. The actual
words of Jesus do not obviously seem to predict his death, as the text must explain that he is speaking of
how Peter would give glory to God through his death. Yet the details sound like more than a metaphor. If
Peter were to be executed, they might well tie a girdle around him; executioners don’t like to suggest they
have left their victims in squalor. The real force of the description is that it contains the whole of Peter’s
life, what it means to go from being a young man to someone who faces death. I have sometimes quoted
this passage to people facing infirmity in old age, when death is looming, and they have found these words
helpful. We begin dependency, and we end in dependency, so the words speak of more than the particular
death of Peter. Meanwhile, Jesus is leaving, and so he tells Peter to feed his sheep, and in doing so, Peter is
to follow Jesus. Likewise, Jesus refers to the beloved disciple, the witness of all that we have heard in this
Gospel, but only to say that Peter should not concern himself with what is to happen to him. Once again,
Peter’s only real job is to follow Jesus. This leads to the interesting remark that a rumour had emerged from
this, that the beloved disciple would not die. If you think about it, this suggests several things. It suggests
that we are supposed to know who the beloved disciple is; we usually assume the Apostle John, but many
scholars have disputed this. It suggests that he had died, so it is important to say that Jesus did not say he
would not die, although, since the source of the story is the beloved disciple, it may be that he is still alive
and preparing others for his death. It also suggests that the return of Jesus is not assumed to occur during
the first generation of the Church, though I would query the assumption that the early Church did think
so. Speculation about the who and what of the beloved disciple should not be allowed to obscure the central
message of this passage. When Jesus speaks to Peter, he is speaking to us all. We should not be very
concerned with Christ’s relationship to other people. What we must each do is to follow him.

Just a couple of additional notes to the passage. One theory I like about the 153 of fish the disciples catch.
The passage I mentioned from Ezekiel 47 is certainly an influence on the Gospel of John, but specifically,
there is this verse: Fishermen will stand beside the sea. From Engedi to Eneglaim it will be a place for the
spreading of nets. Its fish will be of very many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. (47:10). One scholar, ] A
Emerton, suggests that the numerical value of the consonants of Engedi, consonants being used in Hebrew
as numerals, add up to 17, and the Consonants of Eneglaim, add up to 153. Even more fun, is that if you add
up 1to 17, they come to 153.

Also, the last verse of John says, ‘Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of
them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.
(10:25). Some have suggested that this is a response to Ecclesiastes 12:12 Of making many books there is no
end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh. Not if you are studying Christ.

fr Euan Marley, OP
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	Nicaea Lectures
	Consubstantial with the Father

	Born in Burnley, Lancashire, he was educated at schools in his homeland and then at Rheims, in France. He was ordained at Soissons on 22 December 1581, and returned to England with Blessed George Haydock. During the reign of Elizabeth I, he ministered for two years, and for two years was imprisoned for his defence of the Catholic faith. In the year 1585, banished from his native land, he spent some months in France. Returning to England, he was quickly thrown into prison where he remained for almost fifteen years. He wanted to be accepted into the Friars Preachers, and made his solemn profession (which was received by the Provincial of Portugal) in gaol. He



