
Safeguarding
Blackfriars Cambridge operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the
Safeguarding Policies of the Catholic Church in England and Wales at all times. Our Lay
Safeguarding Representative is Emanuela Di Pietro. She can be contacted on 07516 667752 or at
<safeguardingrepresentative.cambridge@english.op.org>. The local safeguarding friar is fr
Gregory Pearson, OP. He can be contacted on 07724 062971 or at
<gregory.pearson@english.op.org>. Alternatively, the Religious Life Safeguarding Service can be
contacted on 0151 5562311 or <safeguarding@religioussafeguarding.org> if you have any concerns.

Sunday - 7.45am - Lauds | 8.15am - Low Mass | 9.15am - Dominican Rite Mass (Extraordinary
Form) | 11am - Sung Conventual Mass | 6pm - Low Mass | 7pm - Vespers.
Monday - Friday - 7am - Lauds | 7.30am - Conventual Mass | 6.15pm - Devotions and Meditation |
6.30pm - Vespers. [N.B. First Fridays of the month, Vespers in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament with a period of Adoration from 6.15pm.]
Saturday - 9am - Lauds | 9.30am - Conventual Mass | 10-11.30am - Confessions| 6.15pm - Sung
Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary | 6.30pm - Vespers.

Pentecost
24 May 2026

Times of the Liturgy 

This Week
Sun 24

Mon 25

Tue 26
Wed 27

Thu 28

Fri 29
Sat 30
Sun 31

Pentecost
Our Lady, Mother of the
Church
S. Philip Neri
S. Augustine of
Canterbury
Our Lord Jesus Christ
the Eternal High
Priest
feria
Our Lady on Saturday
Holy Trinity

Corpus Christi Procession
Sunday 7 June, gathering from 2pm at Fisher House, with the
Procession beginning at 2.30pm and ending at OLEM. All
welcome! 

Catholic Legacy Week
Could you remember a Catholic charity in your Will? Gifts in Wills provide an essential support for
Catholic charities such as ours. A gift added to your Will today will act as a seed for the future
flourishing of the work of Catholic charities. Information leaflets can be found in church, or see:
www.english.op.org/legacies



Formation Fund Appeal
Thank you for your generosity to the formation fund appeal! Thanks to your support, we have
now raised £38k towards the formation of our student brothers in the past two weeks.

The Provincial, Fr Nicholas Crowe, writes: “A heartfelt thank you to all who have contributed so
generously to our Formation Fund Appeal. By supporting the formation of future Dominican
priests, you are helping to sow the seeds of a flourishing future for the mission of the Order in
this country.” 

We are deeply grateful for your prayers and support for the Dominican mission in this country.
There is still a minimum of £21k to raise by the end of September. If you would like to support the
appeal, please go to <www.english.op.org/formation>

We pray for our benefactors every day, and please continue to keep our student brothers in your
prayers!

-

Fundraising for Lourdes Pilgrimage
Hosanna House and Children’s Pilgrimage Trust (HCPT) are raising money to take disabled or
disadvantaged children and young people from around Cambridge on life-changing pilgrimage
holidays to Lourdes, France. If you would like to find out how you can support this worthy cause,
please visit https://tinyurl.com/2p9nayxd.

-

Annual Dominican Pilgrimage to Walsingham, Sunday 31 May
Join the Provincial, Fr Nicholas Crowe OP, and the Dominican Sisters and Brothers from England
on Pilgrimage to Walsingham and the ancient site of the Holy House of Mary in “England’s
Nazareth”. Mass begins at 12 noon at the Walsingham Basilica, followed by lunch, Rosary
procession, Vespers, and Benediction.

-

Forming Catholic Student Leaders
Two summer courses exploring faith, ethics and leadership for sixth form students are being
offered by the Christian Heritage Centre at Stonyhurst. Spend 6 days in the beautiful Ribble
Valley to explore themes linked to The Common Good (Year 12, 10-15 August) and to The Human
Ecology (Year 13, 5-10 July). Meet new friends, discuss and share with peers, tutors and
academics, learn new skills, develop your relationship with Christ, and build your character. For
more details, visit:  <www.christianleadershipformation.com>.

-

Extraordinary Music Workshop
6-12 July 2026 - Extraordinary Music Workshop with the Dominican Friars of Krakow, Poland!
Join us for this week-long experience of learning and praying liturgical music in English.
Register early to secure your spot: <https://www.extraordinary.music> 

http://www.english.op.org/form?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwbTZqN3JSY0NKVWRPVDNYVnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5x8t8FxJWPjI_y22x3Sz5Ag43uphbVXvFjBsG3IXYIzc7QgLIAov5d-S8JGw_aem_YWdncwAachObeJA77OCn5XK3_rss&brid=YWdncwHLRi13JgAJd8zWgY9l1smh
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2p9nayxd&data=05%7C02%7Calbert.robertson%40english.op.org%7C83c52f47b1ed47aaa17108deb811a3ab%7Cc39598cd55504d3db4bdbbbaa4d48344%7C0%7C0%7C639150583049097791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cm9o5F1ltYRlX5tVz5IFPKy%2F7OOIBubnfCZt94XOsAs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.christianleadershipformation.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Calbert.robertson%40english.op.org%7C6af7089644854eadfd5208de9720a4eb%7Cc39598cd55504d3db4bdbbbaa4d48344%7C0%7C0%7C639114363616853436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=05POaD2DdADmMkzO%2Fl9i%2BpF7vQFnZXaY0u%2BMpuWx61s%3D&reserved=0


The ambiguity of
the words for Resurrection in the New Testament

There are two words for Resurrection in the New Testament: egeiro and anistemi. I discussed their
use in a previous bulletin, but the two Greek words do not refer exclusively to the Resurrection.
They both have their own meanings, as I have already discussed, but the usage of these words is
determined in part by the Hebrew words which they translate. So Egeiro, which I will refer to from
now on as ‘E’, means ‘to lift’ and can also be used to describe someone awakening from sleep. In
Matthew 1:24, Joseph rises from sleep, which means a bit more than merely waking. It means that
he got up from sleep. This is in response to the angel’s message, which is given to him in a dream.
‘E’ can simply mean to lift up someone or something, but this can be active in meaning, helping
someone to stand, or it can be used of someone getting up by themselves. The other word,
anistemi, which I will call ‘A’, means, more specifically, to stand up, but, like ‘E’, it has an
intransitive meaning, to stand up, and a transitive meaning, to cause or help someone to stand up.
Both have a range of meanings, based on a core meaning of lifting or standing, which allows them
to be used in reference to the Resurrection of Jesus. However, it is only ‘A’ that has a noun form,
anastasis, which in the New Testament is used exclusively of the Resurrection of the dead and of
Jesus, who says that he is the Resurrection (John 11:24). 

The core meaning of both words creates a puzzle for commentators on the New Testament.
Translators usually work from context and so translate these words as "lifting" or "standing," but
there are passages where we feel that the Resurrection is implicit in the normal use of these words.
A famous example is the healing of St Peter’s mother-in-law. Mark 1:31 says that Jesus came to her,
and raised ‘E’ her up, taking her by the hand, and the fever left her, and she served them. In
Matthew 8:15, we have the same story, but the word is in the passive, even though it is usually
translated actively, saying that she rose. By using the passive sense, Matthew, even more than
Mark, makes us see this healing as a sort of resurrection. The passive sense of this word does not
exclude an active meaning. The fact that Peter’s mother-in-law begins serving them suggests an
eagerness to live out the healing she has received. Here, willingness to serve is itself part of the
healing. This casts light on the use of the word in other miracle stories.  In Mark 2:11-12, Jesus heals
a paralytic man. The wording he uses is interesting. ‘I say to you, rise ‘E’, take your bed and go to
your home. And he rose ‘E’ and immediately, taking his bed, he went out in front of all.’ The first
use of the verb as a commandment is active in form, but the second is passive, yet the overall
meaning of the story is active. The paralysed man gets up by himself and uses his healing to
perform actions, actions which astonish those who see the miracle. That he goes home in
accordance with Jesus' command demonstrates a form of autonomy. In Ch 3, the man with the
withered hand is told to get up into the middle, the ‘E’ word being used again. Most translations
miss the use of rise up here, but the use of the word is deliberate, even though there is no reason to
think that the man was lying down. When Jesus cures people earlier on, it is implied that they
cannot walk by themselves, since the people bring to him those who are sick, though they also
bring those beset by demons, which might imply bringing in a coercive sense. In the case of the
man with the paralysed hand, it is clearer that rising or being raised up is part of the meaning of
the miracles.    Because we know that Christ has risen, we can see a growing implication that all the



healing miracles are resurrection miracles, as signs of the Resurrection, as the final healing of
humanity. 

The ‘A’ word, the other word for the Resurrection, is not used of healings, but behind its use in the
New Testament, there is a particular meaning which comes from the Old Testament. In the Old
Testament, standing often means proclaiming oneself or resisting opposition. For example, we
have Amos 7:2, where Amos asks God, ‘How can Jacob stand, he is so small?’ referring to the
terrible warnings Amos must give to the people of Israel. We see this active sense of rising in
Christ's proclamation about Nineveh. 

Matthew 12:41 The men of Nineveh will rise up ‘A’ at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for
they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. There is also a
sense that standing is not just a personal act but a communal one, as people stand together. The men of
Nineveh are united, but in contrast, Jesus says of Satan, when accused of casting out demons in his name, 

Mark 3:26 And if Satan has risen up ‘A’ against himself and is divided, he cannot stand ‘A’ but is coming to an
end. 

What I am trying to show is that the words for rising, even when they have meaning in the
context in which they are used and do not refer to the Resurrection, still look forward to the
Resurrection. This applies to us in our lives. We struggle against our weakness and try to be as
strong as we can. We make a stand against evil and refuse to be forced down on our knees before
men, but not before God. To make good choices is always to share in the Resurrection of Christ in
some way. When Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, hears that Jesus is there, even though
she is sitting mourning for her brother, she gets up and goes to see him. This passage describes
her getting up, with both the ‘E’ word and the ‘A’ word. Tellingly, the people assume she is going
to the tomb of her brother Lazarus, but it is Jesus whom she is going to see. The power of the
Resurrection is already in her, and to meet Jesus is the true response to the death of her brother.
 

Two more uses of rising occur later in the Gospel of John, which are worth noting. One is the
washing of the feet, where Jesus gets up from supper, before he washes the disciples’ feet. This is
the beginning of his approach to the cross, but the cross is a stage on the way to the
Resurrection, and the Resurrection is a stage on the way to the Ascension.  The other use of the
‘E’ word is the last verse of Ch14. I will quote it in full. 

14:31. But in order that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father has instructed me, so I
do. Rise up, let us go from here.

The Apostles are to get up to go to Gethsemane, but in truth, when they get up and follow Jesus,
they are on the way to the Resurrection and the Ascension. We, too, begin to rise and ascend in
our lives if we live in Christ.  

fr Euan Marley, OP
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