BLACKFRIARS 12 €19 JULY 2026

CAMBRIDGE Fifteenth and Sixteenth Weeks in Ordinary Time

TIMES OF THE LITURGY

Sunday - 7.45am - Lauds | 8.15am - Low Mass | 9.15am - Dominican Rite Mass (Extraordinary
Form) | 11am - Sung Conventual Mass | 6pm - Low Mass | 7pm - Vespers.

Monday - Friday - 7am - Lauds | 7.30am - Conventual Mass | 6.15pm - Devotions and Meditation |
6.30pm - Vespers. [N.B. First Fridays of the month, Vespers in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament with a period of Adoration from 6.15pm.]

Saturday - 9am - Lauds | 9.30am - Conventual Mass | 10-11.30am - Confessions| 6.15pm - Sung
Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary | 6.30pm - Vespers.
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FREE WILL e GRACE, 28 - 31 AUGUST 2026

You are invited to participate in a theological and philosophical
deep dive on one of the great themes of the Christian Faith:
human freedom and Divine grace. With lectures and
workshops building on St Thomas Aquinas' writings, the
course will also explore questions of conscience and the
problem of evil. This year's guest speaker will be Rev. Dr Simon
Gaine, OP. For more detail, see
<https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/free-will-grace-
course/>.
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SAFEGUARDING

Blackfriars Cambridge operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the
Safeguarding Policies of the Catholic Church in England and Wales at all times. Our Lay
Safeguarding Representative is Emanuela Di Pietro. She can be contacted on 07516 667752 or at
<safeguardingrepresentative.cambridge@english.op.org>. The local safeguarding friar is fr
Gregory  Pearson, OP. He can be contacted on 07724 062971 or at
<gregory.pearson@english.op.org>. Alternatively, the Religious Life Safeguarding Service can be
contacted on 0151 5562311 or <safeguarding@religioussafeguarding.org> if you have any concerns.



SUPERVISING CHILDREN IN THE GARDEN

Please supervise your children when they are playing in the garden and ensure that the garden is
left in the same state you found it. We would also be grateful if you would refrain from leaving
the front door to the priory open before and after Mass — this will reduce the risk of children
wandering into the road unsupervised.

THE LAND AND THE FALL IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS

The story of the creation of the world in Genesis seems to be two stories, though stitched together
to create a unity. One story is the creation in seven days, which culminates in the creation of the
human being, Adam. We are told that God created Adam, which means human being, a singular
being, but then the text switches to the plural, saying in his own image he created them, male and
female he created them. The other story is the creation of Adam, his placement in the Garden of
Eden, the creation of Eve, and the fall of Adam with Eve, which leads to their expulsion and to
humanity being denied the possibility of immortality in this world. Although the two stories seem
to have been separate accounts, or perhaps more exactly based on separate accounts, there seems
to be enough common language and interaction between them to make them one story. We might
think of them as two parts of a diptych, a form of art where two pictures are attached to each
other, casting light and meaning on each other.

Despite the unity of the accounts, tensions persist. History, as simply saying what happened, was
a prejudice of the 18" and 19" centuries, but modern historians are far more aware of how much
we shape the past in our minds. The ancient world simply didn’t see history as a series of facts.
The meaning of a story was what predominated.

In account two, we see another way in which Adam is created. The natural world was created for
the human being, so the order of the seven days is reversed: instead of a process leading to man,
creation occurs only with man's creation.

‘When no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God
had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground’ (Genesis 2:5).

The chronological inconsistency would have meant less in the ancient world, and indeed, modern
historians are wary of history being presented as just the facts of what happened. We always
interpret both the past and our present.

I would like to look at one word in the quotation from Genesis, ground, in Hebrew, Adama. The
similarity to the name Adam is not a coincidence. Adam is created to work the ground, but more
than that, the world is shaped for the sake of this Adam, so that he can work the ground. Eden is
the place where God creates, out of the Adamah, the trees that feed Adam, as well as the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life. The animals, too, are described as being formed
from the Adamah, and Adam’s function is to give them names. Eve is not formed from the
Adamah, but from Adam, yet since he is formed of the ground, he is the mediator between Eve
and the ground.



When Adam sins, it is in terms of the Adamah-ground that he is punished.

‘By the sweat of your face, you shall eat bread until your return to the ground, for out of it you were taken;
you are dust, and to dust you shall return’ (Genesis 3:19).

The punishment of Adam does not negate his original purpose. He was created, and the world
with him, to work the ground, and so he is sent out of Eden to work the Adamah from which he
was taken. The verb translated as to till or to work the ground really means to serve the ground.
We might even stretch this to say that Adam is to be a slave to the ground, since the verb can be
used that way. The role of the ground is not finished with Adam’s expulsion. We come to Cain,
who is significantly described as making an offering from the fruit of the Adamah. Abel’s
offering of fat from his flock is also from the Adamah, but Cain's punishment builds on Adam's.
It is worth quoting in full.

And the LORD said, “What have you done? Listen; your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground!
" And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from
your hand.> When you till the ground, it will no longer yield to you its strength; you will be a fugitive and a
wanderer on the earth” (Gen 4:10-12).

Ground or Adamah occurs three times in this warning of God. Cain resents the refusal of his
offering from the ground, yet his crime makes the ground his enemy. He is even more alienated
from the Adamah than Adam was. The ground receives Abel’s blood. Adamah opens its mouth,
as if it were a conscious entity. The ground has strength (Koach in Hebrew), a standard
metaphor for fertility in the Old Testament. Yet the ground seems to be able to refuse this
strength, once more as if conscious, and so Cain is cursed from the Adamah. The Adamah is not
really conscious, but the land has its own power, and those who farm know that the land must be
respected. In our increasingly urbanised world, we fail to see how much we depend on the land,
and the strength of the land is not a given. Cain is deprived of this strength and is forced to
become a wanderer on the earth. How Cain describes this is interesting. Literally, he says to
God, ‘Today you have driven me from the face of the Adamah, and I shall be hidden from your
face.” (Gen 4:14). Cain is promised safety from vengeance, yet he is also said to be the founder of
the first city. Urbanisation begins with Cain. If the land being cursed by our sinful actions seems
like an attitude from the past, I would suggest that it is still very relevant. Think of the mud and
barrenness of the World War One battlefields. There is the contamination of the soil by nuclear
material, and the accompanying fear of accidents and nuclear war. Global warming has shown
us there is a real possibility of our way of life wreaking havoc on the whole planet. The
distribution of land has often been at the heart of the wars we fall into fighting. These are
practical concerns, but Genesis has something more to say about the land. We come to Noah,
who is introduced as the beginning of the removal of the curse. Lamech, his father, prophesies,

‘He named him Noah, saying, “Out of the ground (Adamah) that the LORD has cursed this one shall bring
us relief from our work and from the toil of our hands” (Gen 5:29).



It is not clear how Noah does this. The flood is described by God as undoing creation, but since
creation is related to the land, he says he will blot out Adam from the face of the Adamah,
together with the animals he has made. (Genesis 6:7). The waters of the flood covered the
Adamah, and when these waters receded, Noah saw that the face of the Adamah was drying.
(Genesis 8:13). What does Noah do from the land to save humanity? He builds the Arc with wood,
but there is no mention of the wood as a product of the Adamah. More significantly, he makes a
sacrifice to God of every clean animal and every clean bird. God replies by promising that he will
never curse the Adamah again.

“I will never again curse the ground because of humankind, for the inclination of the human heart is evil
from youth; nor will | ever again destroy every living creature as | have done. As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and havrvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease” (Gen 8:21-22).

Noah has made a new beginning, but the sin that separates us from Eden is not ended, and the
land will still have a part to play in the redemption of humanity. More on that later.

fr. Euan Marley, OP

THE PRIORY OF ST MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL

Blackfriars, Buckingham Road, Cambridge. CB3 oDD.
www.blackfriarscambridge.org.uk/ |Phone: +44 (0) 1223 741251
Please send any enquiries to prior.cambridge@english.op.org | To request a Mass to be said for a specific intention visit
<https://www.blackfriarscambridge.org.uk/mass-service-times/request-a-mass/>
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